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What's New
As of April  19, 2010

Here's a quick update from the moderators at FinancialIntegrity.org. This community-edited website, hosted by
the New Road Map Foundation, is the "go-to" place for people who are integrating financial integrity into their
lives by aligning their personal finances with their personal values and goals. Here's a sampling of what's new
at www.financialintegrity.org.

On the Wiki: Writing Competition Results

We're honored to announce the 2010 writing competition awards, as chosen by the NRM Board

The power of stories - they answer the question wise people ask as they consider adopting a new
approach: "Yes, but how does this work in real life?"  Well, this FI stuff works in myriad mysterious
ways to help people create financial lives that support personal and global fulfillment.  We want to
thank ALL those who've contributed their personal take on Financial Integrity - every story is
fascinating and informative - and all are posted online for your perusal in the STORIES section.  Here
are the category winners for 2010:

Most useful: Teach Your Children by Colleen Pang
Most engaging: Am I Already At The Peak? by C. Laidlaw
Best Poem: New Day by Jeff Jackson

These winners are now invited to join the selection team for the 2011 awards.  Start writing your
drafts now -- no need to wait for next winter - all stories posted between now and next year will
automatically be entered in the 2011 competition.

Stories grow and get updated

Times change, and we're all continually learning -- so FI stories get updated too!  Jonathan has updated his
story in the new Great Recession era.  Check in on where he is now with his query "What to invest in?"

New FI Wiki Administrator: Helen Passey

We welcome Helen Passey as the new Administrator of the FI wiki, the online encyclopedia of all things related
to Financial Integrity!  As chief cat-herder of the otherwise all-volunteer wiki participants, Helen may be
contacting you in the near future to find out what we can do to make the website and it's offerings more useful
to you -- and what YOU can do to more actively participate in supporting and collaborating with others charting
a new road map to holistic economic fulfillment.  Contact her at helen@financialintegrity.org
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Member Profile: Alan Seid

Alan Seid has been applying the FI Program since 1992 when he was in his early twenties. You can read Alan's
story that shares how a young family is charting their path to Financial Integrity, and how he's created a fulfilling
career based on sharing with others the practices he's found most effective in his own life.  Among various
interests, he provides trainings and consultations through his company Cascadia Training & Mediation on a
variety of subjects, including the Financial Integrity Program, in both Spanish and English.  Find out more in his
Speaker posting.

Resource: National Foundation for Credit Counseling

The Nine Steps have helped many get back on track from deep debt -- but if you're seeking additional outside
assistance, you may want to research whether the agency you're considering working with is a member of the
National Foundation for Credit Counseling.  The NFCC is the national voice for its members, which are
nonprofit, mission driven, community-based agencies. The NFCC and its Member Agencies have developed
and delivered financial education programs and counseling services to millions of Americans for nearly 60
years.

Credit Counseling is different from debt consolidation, where borrowers are offered one big loan from an agency
to pay off their smaller debts, or debt settlement, where a company charges big fees to try to get creditors to
forgive part of the debt in exchange for a lump payment of the remainder. 

NFCC member agencies provide a variety of services, including: 
* Budget counseling and education * Debt management plans * Counseling referral services * Financial literacy
courses * Housing counseling 

In The News
Elinor Ostrom Wins Nobel in Economics for Common(s) Sense

With all the hubbub about a certain Nobel Peace Prize, you may have missed the amazing news that Elinor
Ostrom was the first woman, and a political scientist not an economist, to win the Nobel for Economics in
December. Ostrom's work emphasizes how humans interact with ecosystems to maintain long-term sustainable
resource yields, and has turned some key sacred cows of economics on their head "What we have ignored is
what citizens can do and the importance of real involvement of the people," she explained.  Of course it was
easy to miss the news when their was such a dearth of coverage, but this article in YES! Magazine featured an
informative interview with the Laureate.

Speculative-Grade Bond Investments To Come Due In 2012 Flood

As is starting to be reported in the New York Times, and is featured in a special study by Standard & Poor's,
there will be a drastic rise -- estimated at more than $852 billion -- in speculative-grade bond debt coming due in
2012- 2014.  This is on top of $859 billion in expiring US Federal debt that will need to be refinanced in 2012 (on
top of any current deficit), other national stimulus debt accumulated across the world, and more highly rated
corporate and municipal debt.  All this is forecasted to create a "debt wall" that the global economy will run
smack into starting around 2012.  "Junk bond" debtors are scrambling to refinance ahead of the wall, while rates
are still low and the market is having a renewed frenzy for risky investments.

From New Road Map Foundation
Annual Board Meeting April 23rd

The Board of Directors of the New Road Map Foundation will be holding it's annual meeting on Friday, April
23rd.  Agenda items include an update of the 2010 strategic plan and budget, and consideration of a research
project on the methods various types of people use to get out -- and stay out -- of debt: what works most
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effectively for whom?  Contact admin@financialintegrity.org for more information or to give input.

Come Join Us

Transform the World's Relationship With Money
As a community-edited "wiki", content is constantly being updated at www.FinancialIntegrity.org.  Come cruise
the site for the latest entries, add new resources you've found, and let us all know what you're doing to increase
financial integrity in your lives and in the world.  If you're having any problems using the wiki, please let the
moderators know at info@financialintegrity.org.  We're here to help!
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