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What's New
As of December 5, 2011
 
Here's a quick update from the moderators at FinancialIntegrity.org. This community-edited website, hosted by
the New Road Map Foundation, is the "go-to" place for people who are integrating financial integrity into their
lives by aligning their personal finances with their personal values and goals. Here's a sampling of what's new
at www.financialintegrity.org.  

  
Tools & Examples: Investopedia stock simulator
 
Ever wish there was a way to practice investing in the stock market, without risking your hard-earned capital
while you learn? Read more here about a free tool for doing so.

Resource: Community building
 
Join the discussion on One Green Generation on living sustainably and reducing reliance on consumerism by
creating healthy communities. 

Resource: Holidays simplified
 
The holidays can be challenging from a frugality/simplicity aspect. How to support relationships while staying
true to values and goals for simplicity and frugality? How to talk to family about choices to reduce and simplify?
How to celebrate sincerely yet simply? Here are a few resources.

Resource: Understanding the time value of money
 
The website Investopedia offers an explanation, and a simple formula, for understanding how money grows
over time.

On The Wiki 

Take our survey!

In keeping with its mission of promoting personal Financial Integrity through education, information, and
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encouragement, New Road Map Foundation is sponsoring a study of methods used by individuals and families
who have successfully gotten out of debt. A project in cooperation with students at the University of Colorado
Denver, the study will be used to develop educational materials to help other consumers to avoid or resolve
financial distress in lasting, meaningful ways.

Take the survey.

Financial Integrity classes
 
Gordon Morrow is offering a 10-week course, TRANSFORM YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY, in Ontario
this January. Check out the details on Gordon's Speaker page.

New! Newsletter archives
 
Are you new to our mailing list, or just interested in looking up past articles or resources? Now you can browse
the newletter archives for any missed issues. Use the permanent link at the bottom of the What's New page, or
go directly to the archives [[Newsletter_archive| here]].

A simple way to support New Road Map Foundation
 
What better way to support the cause of educating the world about financial integrity than to leverage
something you need to do anyway? GoodSearch allows you to do just that: when you search the Internet or buy
online through GoodSearch, they make a donation to a charity or non-profit designated by you. Learn more
about how you can donate to New Road Map Foundation (or another entity of your choice) here.

Tools & Examples: Do you know where your money goes?
 
Step 3 introduces tracking your spending as an essential step to transforming your relationship with money.
Here are some resources - tips, tricks, and tools - to help you get started, get organized, or just get better. Do
you know where your money goes?

Tools & Examples: Can you live on $9 an hour? Play the game
 
Urban Ministries of Durham, NC has launched an online game with a purpose: to illustrate the tough choices
made every day by people living on very little money. The goal is to show the difficulties of those decisions, and
how close many of us really are to being there ourselves. Read more about SPENT here. 

In The News
Voluntary simplicity and home ownership

What does home ownership mean? When we contemplate the power of "stuff," where does our home fit on our
personal spectrum of "enough"? Mary Oliver explores the real and symbolic significance of the actual physical
structures we call home on her blog Silent Entry.

Understanding Occupy Wall Street 

The controversial protests of Occupy Wall Street, which have spread across the country and internationally, are
generating a lot of commentary. Many find the movement natural and understandable: others question
everything from its purpose to its motives. Are they just, as has been suggested, simply unemployed
malcontents looking for someone to blame? Are they a legitimate protest movement? The "professional left"?
Lacking in focus? Is it class warfare? What is behind the protests, and what the protestors hope to gain?  

Here are a few resources and opinions about who they are, what they want to accomplish, and why we should
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care.

The official website, occupywallst.org gives an overview of the movement, its goals, and updates on
happenings. A companion website, We Are The 99 Percent allows individuals to tell their stories of economic
uncertainty and hardship and why they support Occupy Wall Street (or don't).  

Also:

Why I'm Protesting Wall Street
Misunderstanding of Occupy Wall Street
'Occupy' protesters find allies in ranks of the wealthy
The Underhand is Quicker Than The Eye. This article provides an interesting look into the deeper issues fueling
the movement.  

A guide to administration's new mortgage-refi plan

President Obama has announced a new plan for helping homeowners who were unable to benefit from the
much-criticized HARP plan. Read a factual guide to the new plan, with a video about downsides of the plan,
here. 

Profits recovering, jobs still languishing

We hear a lot today about the need to stimulate job creation by making it more profitable for companies to do
business. But according to the article Good Graph Friday: US manufacturers are making one thing - profits on
MSNBC's LifeInc., after-tax profits are now well above pre-recession levels, while jobs remain flat. Graph.

"Young America: Economic Barriers to the American Dream"

A new report, released November 2, provides stark data about the economic factors affecting young Americans
and fueling the Occupy Wallstreet movement. Pointing out that "People who have no hope for the future don't
plan for it," the report,"Young America: Economic Barriers to the American Dream" , touches on subjects from
more young people living at home to the economic Catch-22 of higher education vs. debt. Although the
research predates Occupy Wallstreet, it helps illuminate the issues behind the movement. Read more here.

Black Friday backlash

Many Americans are becoming appalled by the creeping encroachment of holiday commercialism. Over the
past several years, "Black Friday" has become a growing force as retailers attempt to lure shoppers to shop
earlier and longer. This year, many people believe the trend is going too far, as a number of large retailers plan
to extend Black Friday shopping events to Thanksgiving Day. MSNBC.com reports on what it calls Black Friday
fatigue, and the consumer and employee backlash that has some stores pulling back from "Black Thursday"
promotions.

In addition to the relentlessly growing consumerism of the holidays, the effect of this trend is to eliminate the
Thanksgiving holiday for many who work in retail stores. One retail employee is calling on Target to reconsider,
through a petition on change.org. Adding your name to the petition could be one way to make a difference,
telling retailers that shoppers don't all  appreciate having their holiday cut short for shopping mania.

Bank of America debit card fees

With November 5th, the so-called "Bank Transfer Day" looming, the nation's biggest bank backed down on its
proposed debit card fees, and other major banks including JPMorgan Chase and Wells Fargo announced that
they are abandoning their tests of fees of their own. What happened? Chalk one up for consumer outrage, as
reported on Change.org.
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Though this is a significant victory for consumers, experts warn that the fight isn't over yet (see After debit-card
battle, beware of more bank fees). The bottom line: read everything from your bank, especially those fine-print-
rich booklets, to be sure you know what new fees and charges may be coming your way. Article. 

Come Join Us

Transform the World's Relationship With Money
As a community-edited "wiki", content is constantly being updated at www.FinancialIntegrity.org.  Come cruise
the site for the latest entries, add new resources you've found, and let us all know what you're doing to increase
financial integrity in your lives and in the world.  If you're having any problems using the wiki, please let the
moderators know at info@financialintegrity.org.  We're here to help!
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