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What's New
As of January 13, 2012
 
Here's a quick update of what's new from New Road Map Foundation, hosts of FinancialIntegrity.org and
SimpleLivingForum.net. These community-created websites are the "go-to" place for people who are integrating
financial integrity into their lives by aligning their personal finances with their personal values and goals.

Have you managed to get out of debt? Help others - Take the survey!  
  
New Road Map Foundation, in cooperation with the University of Colorado, Denver, is conducting a study of
methods used by individuals and families who have successfully gotten out of debt.  The study will be used to
develop educational materials to help others assess the best methods for their situation to resolve financial
distress in lasting, meaningful ways.
 
Go to the survey.  

Organizing international study groups
 
We have members in Brazil and the UK who are looking for like-minded individuals who might be interesed in
starting up local study groups, or perhaps online study groups, using the Financial Integrity Guides.  If you might
be interested in joining in, send us an email at info(at)financialintegrity.org, and we'll help connect you.
 
We'd also be interested in volunteers who would like to help us translate the study guides into Portuguese and
other languages. 

On FinancialIntegrity.org   

Resource: FINRA tools
 
The Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), one of the regulatory agencies of security firms, provides
tools and education to individual investors, professionals and educators. Offerings include a market
data research tool on their main site where you can analyze trends. 

Through FINRA's Investor Education Foundation at SaveAndInvest.org, it also provides information on
preventing investor fraud, including a database on professional advisor backgrounds, a scam meter assessment
tool, and where to report a problem.

Member Profile: Nancy Rae Evans 
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Nancy has been assisting people in managing both their personal and business finances for nearly two
decades. If you're near Rhode Island, USA and want to talk healthy money - you can find her there.  She has
been a guest on WBNW 1120 AM Money Matters Radio (Frank Farley's Debt Free or Wealthy-You Decide) and
WOON 1240 AM (The Mechanics of Business with Barry Mechanic).  She has attended the Financial Integrity
Train-the-Trainer course, and now that it's tax season, is helping her tax clients recognize and turn around any
unhealthy money patterns.  She's also available for coaching or to teach the full 9 steps of the Financial Integrity
program.  You can find out more at her FI Speaker Page.

Resource: Giving and gratitude
 
Changing your relationship with money, and resisting runaway consumerism, are enhanced when your finances
serve your values. Here are some resources for incorporating the values of giving and voluteering into your
family's financial plan, and cultivate gratitude to combat the perception that "stuff" will make us happy.

Resource: Calculators
 
We've created several new, consolidated pages with multiple related tools to make it easier for you to find
calculators and tools for a variety of needs to help you make informed decisions about your financial life. They
include loan and debt calculators, investment calculators, and tracking tools.

Resource: The high cost of materialism
 
How has consumerism infiltrated our lives, what effect does it have on our happiness, and what can we do
about it? Can we replace materialistic values with our own intrinsic values? The Center for a New American
Dream tackles these questions in their video The High Cost of Materialism.

Tools & Examples: Safety-first ratio
 
An useful tool for evaluating risk and reward in your portfolio.

In The News
From LearnVest: Why Shopping Isn't the Answer to America's Economic Woes

Currently, we hear constant exhortations for consumers to "do their part" in fixing the economy by increasing
spending. The money management site Learnvest has an interesting article that explores whether this is either
wise or realistic, and contrasts this civic message with countries that base their prosperity on savings instead.
Read Why Shopping Isn't the Answer to America's Economic Woes.

Podcast on Freedom through frugality

Long-time FI community member Jane Dwinell was interviewed on FM1037 The Mountain to discuss her book
Freedom Through Frugality. Listen to the podcast from the December 4th "Conversations" here. 

Shell Games - Reuters special report

Reuters has published an exposé series, investigating the phenomenon called variously "offshore banking," "tax
havens," and "secrecy jurisdictions," by following failed hedge fund DD Growth Premium. The report focuses in
particular on the US's own secrecy jurisdictions, Delaware, Nevada, and Wyoming, and their role in helping
criminals use incorporation laws, layers of phantom firms to get away with fraud. Far from something only of
interest to the wealthy, offshore banking should be of concern to every citizen of both developed and
developing countries. The series is enlightening companion reading with Shaxton's Treasure Islands: Tax
havens and the men who stole the world.
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A little house of secrets on the Great Plains
How two shell companies duped the Pentagon
China's shortcut to Wall Street
The bonds that turned to dust
Shell companies steal hundreds of millions from Medicare
A cautious crackdown in Nevada
Bubble Boys, a barn and a fraud within a fraud
Nevada's big bet on secrecy
States resist steps to find Medicare fraud
On the run, U.S. financier finds Spanish refuge 

MSNBC: Progress on banning Congressional insider trading

In December, MSNBC.com's national affairs writer Tom Curry wrote an interesting update about progress on
banning insider trading by members of Congress.

Journal of Consumer Research: Credit card euphoria 

According to research by Promothesh Chatterjee of the University of Kansas and Randall L. Rose or University
of South Carolina, "Like a starry-eyed new lover who ignores the downsides of an obviously incompatible but
very attractive partner, consumers who swipe plastic when they buy are often blinded to the true costs of their
purchases." Using a credit card - even seeing a credit card logo displayed at the point of sale - can induce a
kind of euphoria that causes consumers to overlook true costs and overestimate benefits. People who spend
cash, however, make much more realistic purchase evaluations.

The researchers believe that marketers are exploiting deeper behavioral weaknesses, beyond convenience, to
influence purchasing decisions.

Facebook Highlights
Blog Posts

GDP is not the answer. Nice post by Gordon Morrow (disclosure: board member of New Road Map) The Cost Is
Too High!  

Quotes

Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but in having few wants. 
       - Epictetus
The secret of life is to know when enough is enough.
       - Dr. Vincent Ryan
A wise man should have money in his head, but not in his heart. 
       - Jonathan Swift
"There is a way to live an authentic, productive, meaningful life - and have all the material comforts you want or
need. There is a way to balance your inner and outer lives, to have your job self be on good terms with your
family self and your deeper self. There is a way to go about the task of making a living so that you end up more
alive. There is a way to approach life so that when asked, 'Your money or your life?' you say, 'I'll take both,
thank you.'"
      - Joe Dominguez & Vicki Robin, Your Money or Your Life

Buzzword: Affluenza

A social condition arising from the desire to be more wealthy, successful or to "keep up with the Joneses".
Affluenza is symptomatic of a culture that holds up financial success as one of the highest achievements.
People said to be affected by affluenza typically find that the very economic success they have been so
vigorously chasing ends up leaving them feeling unfulfilled, and wishing for yet more wealth. 
        - Investopedia.com
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Simple Living Forums 
The Simple Living Forum is not just a treasure trove of good advice and information, it's a living community of
people all over the world, providing support and service to each other for conscious, simple, healthy and
restorative living.  In January 2011, NRM "adopted" this online community, that has always been so closely
aligned with our mission to help people align their daily decisions with their values.  Check out the latest
discussions at www.simplelivingforum.net.

Come Join Us

Transform the World's Relationship With Money
As a community-edited "wiki", content is constantly being updated at www.FinancialIntegrity.org.  Come cruise
the site for the latest entries, add new resources you've found, and let us all know what you're doing to increase
financial integrity in your lives and in the world.  If you're having any problems using the wiki, please let the
moderators know at info@financialintegrity.org.  We're here to help!

Forward email

This email was sent to info@financialintegrity.org by info@financialintegrity.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

New Road Map Foundation | PO Box 1363 | Langley | WA | 98260

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=vh4ih8n6&et=1109064177663&s=-1&e=001LfUYkwru5jgUOQ5mAkD7hLoJQfFDtIsMvN_ZzoxU4fnwYBUKU1_MlOQWNXigwNVS-FnW1zbvgiYDRauC1VZgqJmgjLBOlYOS9dHvyCTnAz0w7Ol-v0Ldzrc6e39uj-d36JSb_bNYgcQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=vh4ih8n6&et=1109064177663&s=-1&e=001LfUYkwru5jhfQGLwZjl7j8E1BGx4dLBgACIeFqtQqUivS-cnHu6G58Gp_AXRJRLaldMs0i7YcrEi6jhY2RgAHe73nybOMrYUYvCIsRd6Of7ECiwIMEYbOw==
mailto:info@financialintegrity.org
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=vh4ih8n6&m=1011304660213&ea=info%40financialintegrity.org&a=1109064177663
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001SXjH9_45WOEhaE2kCixxAGT5c7mXm8OR&t=001aIIJO7xTQ-p5gcZ72vJO4Q%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&reason=001y5KaVlBn7_Y%3D&llr=vh4ih8n6
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=news01
mailto:info@financialintegrity.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001SXjH9_45WOEhaE2kCixxAGT5c7mXm8OR&t=001aIIJO7xTQ-p5gcZ72vJO4Q%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&reason=001y5KaVlBn7_Y%3D&llr=vh4ih8n6
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001SXjH9_45WOEhaE2kCixxAGT5c7mXm8OR&t=001aIIJO7xTQ-p5gcZ72vJO4Q%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&reason=001y5KaVlBn7_Y%3D&llr=vh4ih8n6
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp

	constantcontact.com
	Financial Integrity -- What's New


